From the East
Brethren,
Annual dues are $137.50. LMIP = $2887.50
1st Wednesday - Midlothian #211 Stated

PLEASE CONTACT THE BLOOD OFFICER AND LET HIM KNOW YOU GAVE.

2nd Wednesday - Black Heath #1982 Stated

3rd Thursday - DeWitt-Clinton #141 Stated

2nd Thursday - Chester #94 Stated

4th Tuesday - Powhatan #295 Stated

Website

3rd Wednesday - Clover Hill #253 Stated

MAHOVA

Let me first express my gratitude with being elected to serve as the Master of Chester No. 94 for
2023. I would like to share with you my plans for the year and ask for your assistance, cooperation,
and participation in the coming year to achieve these goals.
We have recently addressed erosion issues with the north side of the building. Additionally, thanks to
RW Kenn Wittig for finding some new (to us) chairs and Brother Curtis Sink for installing them, we
have new seating in the lodge room. Several others assisted in the transportation of these chairs from
Williamsburg, to and into, the lodge building. Thank you to all who helped. The old adage is true, many hands do make light
work.
COVID has brought about considerable changes to our lives and the lodge. While the shutdowns and quarantining are
not the main topics of discussion anymore, its disruption continues to be felt. Attendance at lodges remains down and
while we have started to resume some activities such as the monthly breakfasts and the dinners before the Stated
Communications, we do not have as many in the seats. Unfortunately, this has also meant that there are fewer people to
help with lodge activities and functions. While each of us and our families are dealing with different issues, I ask that you
consider returning to the lodge and participating as your cabletow allows. For some it is attending ritual practice and
participating in degree work, for others it may be cooking or even just attending the breakfasts, or participating in the
monthly Masonic discussion group (2nd Wednesdays). We all bring different abilities to the lodge and we are stronger
when more people take part.
We need to see more of the vibrant and active lodge where fellowship and
camaraderie provide the opportunities for us to enjoy each other’s company and help
us share what brought us to Masonry. To that end, I am calling for a monthly ritual
practice night (First Tuesday of the month) and bimonthly meetings of the officers
so that we can plan and work better as a unit. I would like the various functions of
the lodge to be more operationalized including a manual for roles, care of the
building, etc, so that we can be more efficient in our efforts. Too many tasks go
undone or it may be assumed someone else will do them. If this is YOUR lodge, act
like it! Show up! Bring your enthusiasm, your interest, and share what brought you
to Masonry to make our fraternity and our lodge what we all want it to be.
While things are indeed different, please help in bringing the lodge into a “new normal” as active and growing. As we start
this new year, let it be a time to begin anew.
Sincerely & Fraternally Yours,
Marc Just
Master Chester#94

Greetings from the West:
Welcome 2023! I am honored to sit in the West again and to be part of this amazing lodge. I hope
this reaches everyone in good health and spirit. Please welcome back again to the East Worshipful
Marc Just and his year of officers. In the December stated, he talked about working together as a
team and as a lodge, we are going to do just that. Starting the year off with monthly practices. The
first one will be January 3rd at 6:30pm. If it is within your cable tow come out and learn something
new or help another brother out on his part. That practice will be the first Tuesday of every month. Please keep that in
mind. Our fellowship breakfast will be January 7th , 8am till 10pm. And I am still doing the Chesterfield food bank every
third Friday if anyone wants to join me. Maybe afterwards we can go to a local business and have some dinner or just
some fellowship.
Hopefully you have paid your dues, but if you have not, take advantage of the Grandview program that the Grand
Lodge of Virginia made. It is really easy to pay your dues, keep up with your electronic card, communicate with the lodge,
or find out when other lodges are meeting. If you have problems, I will be glad to meet with people at our next practice to
help you with the app. If not me, I am sure there are many brothers that would be willing to help as well.
Each year people create new year’s resolutions. What will yours be? Or they do not believe in that since most
people break them within the first month. Well one could be to become more active in the lodge. If that is yours, please
talk to one of the officers about how you can help. We just put new seats in the lodge that have more padding to sit in.
New lights were installed in the palmer room and outside. Work was done on the yard to make it more presentable.
Some brethren give their time helping other brothers master their skill. These are just a few things that can be done and
there are many more options. We all have different skills and capabilities. As always if there is something I can do to
help anyone please let me know and I would be glad to help where I can.
Thank you for your time and patience
Jamie Moore
Senior Warden
Greetings from the South:
At our last stated communication we sent out holiday cards to be delivered to our widows. I had a very
pleasant experience getting to know the widows I met with! They talked about their husband’s
Masonic careers, and what they’d been planning for the holidays. One widow, Shirley Scott, had also
mentioned how much she used to enjoy going to the Lodge for Dinner and Breakfast.
Calling and visiting our widows is a great opportunity to re-engage them in our Lodge activities, such as our Dinners and
Pancake Breakfasts! I believe we should encourage them to come to these events, as well as bring their friends and
family, to help expose our Lodge to more of the community.
If you were unable to take any deliveries this year, I highly recommend Adopting one of our widows if it’s within the length
of your cable-tow. They are always thrilled to talk to a Mason!
Sincerely and Fraternally,
Ryan Bowman
Junior Warden

Greetings, Brethren. During a blood drive, people walk in with confidence and a sense of purpose or well-being, due
to their intent to give blood. Last week, I noticed one of those donors walking outside to her car, head down, and
shoulders slumped, without any evidence of the same confidence with which she entered the building. She was
disallowed from donating blood at her appointed time, probably due to a low iron count that day, or she forgot to
omit taking aspirin in the morning before giving blood, or some other minor reason.
Some people are unable to give blood for reasons which cannot be remedied. Yet, with our Grand Lodge’s Blood
Donor program, we are allowed to credit our family members when they donate blood. Remember those in hospitals
during the holidays, with a steady need for blood, and if you’re unable to donate, please encourage others.
Thanks to Brother Moore, Chester’s participation rate has risen to 12% of lodge membership records, and we are
closer to the distinguished goal of 15%. Appointments to donate are scheduled on www.redcross.org. Happy
holidays. May the blessings of heaven unite and cement us in 2023.

What Do Masons Do? What do WE do?
Several years back my son asked me, “what do Masons do?” It was hard to answer that question other than to
say we promote brotherhood.
We all have faith as shown during our initiation and degree work. We all should have hope that the world is a
better place for us being here. The only charity I have seen recently, is to our lodge, or fifty bucks here or there
to help an organization in request. What happened to helping our neighbors? What happened to if you meet a
like dissolute person you should be ready and willing to contribute to his relief?
Yes, it is great to share brotherly love with my Brothers but I want more out of masonry! When are we going to lift one finger to
help out our community? There are many things we can do with little or no costs to help improve our community. Below I have
listed a couple but there are many more ideas in the minds of you my Brothers and the readers of this document.
• Food drive: place box in lodge foyer for donated canned and boxed foodstuff for the community food bank. Jamie is
working with them.
• Movie night: use the projecting equipment and screen we had recently acquired to play a movie or two. Provide
microwave popcorn and Kool aid. Invite community, children, and parents.
• Fun House: In the past we had an open funhouse in the Palmer room at Halloween. Open to the community. Brothers and
spouses had booths with games etc.
• Vets and Brothers: what happened to collecting toiletries for our brothers in the hospital?
• Helping widows with chores around their house.
• Clean-up: adopt a street in town and once or twice a month clean the street of trash and weeds.
I’m sure I could come up with many possible services we could provide the community with a little thought, but
this needs to be a combined Masonic affair.
In the not-too-distant past, I have tried to get brethren involved in the Chester Christmas parade as well as a
Saturday set aside to clean Masonic grave headstones. Both resulted in zero participation. Are we Masons, or
are we just lodge members? A challenge to our current and future leaders.” What do Chester 94 Masons Do?”
And in the most friendly manner….
Thanks,
Norm Stevens

What Two symbolic themes predominate in the first three Degrees of Masonry?
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